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F-22 Raptor participates in sentry Aloha
A Hawaii Air National Guard F-22 Raptor taxis down the fl ight line. Aug. 13, at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam during exercise Sentry Aloha-21. The exercise 
is held to provide high-quality training to the U.S. Air Force, Air National Guard, 
and other Department of Defense services to increase lethality and readiness 
for present and future warfi ghters. (Photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)
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Commander, Navy Region Hawaii oversees two 
installations: Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on 
Oahu and Pacific Missile Range Facility, Barking 
Sands, on Kauai. As Naval Surface Group Middle 
Pacific,  we provide oversight for the ten surface 
ships homeported at JBPHH. Navy aircraft 
squadrons are also co-located at Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii, Kaneohe, Oahu, and training is 
sometimes also conducted on other islands, but 
most Navy assets are located at JBPHH and 
PMRF.  These two installations serve fleet, fighter 
and family under the direction of Commander, Navy 
Installations Command.

A guided-missile cruiser and destroyers of 
Commander, Naval Surface Force Pacific deploy 
independently or as part of a group for Commander, 
U.S. Third Fleet and in the Seventh Fleet and Fifth 
Fleet areas of responsibility. The Navy, including 
your Navy team in Hawaii, builds partnerships and 
strengthens interoperability in the Pacific.  Each 
year, Navy ships, submarines and aircraft from 
Hawaii participate in various training exercises with 
allies and friends in the Pacific and Indian Oceans to 
strengthen interoperability.  Navy service members 
and civilians conduct humanitarian assistance and 
disaster response missions in the South Pacific 
and in Asia.  Working with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
the Navy in Hawaii provides drug interdiction and 
fisheries enforcement operations for Commander, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet. In even-numbered years Hawaii 
hosts the biennial summer Rim of the Pacific 
Exercise, the world’s largest military maritime 
exercise, featuring more than two dozen nations 
and 25,000 personnel.

The Navy family in Hawaii comprises around 
50,000 people, most of whom are active duty 
service members and their families, and includes 
nearly 15,000 civilians and contractors as part of 
our workforce. 

JBPHH includes the Pearl Harbor waterfront, 
Hickam flight line, Wahiawa annex and several 
other areas in West Oahu and provides a major 
logistics and other support hub for the military 
and military families. Supporting the nation’s 
ballistic missile defense initiative, the Pacific 
Missile Range Facility on the western coast of“The 
Garden Island,” is the world’s largest instrumented 
multidimensional testing and training missile range.

We provide services to the U.S. Pacific Command, 
one of DOD’s six geographic combatant 
commands, with an area of responsibility covering 
half the globe. We directly support two component 
commands whose headquarters are on JBPHH: 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet and Commander, 
U.S. Pacific Air Force. Close to our own Region/
MIDPAC headquarters command is Commander, 
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet. With 18 
forward-deployable combat-ready U.S. Navy 
submarines, Pearl Harbor is home to the largest 
submarine presence in the Pacific. The Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard, on JBPHH, is the largest 
ship repair facility between the West Coast and the 
Far East. Within our region we support more than 
100 tenant commands.
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EDS
EED
AMILIES

Beginning in March of 2020, food banks, pantries, and 
other charitable food organizations worldwide have 

experienced a sharp surge in need for their services.  

It is no coincidence that this is the same time when restrictions 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic began to take eff ect.   
The pandemic increased the strain on individuals and families 
to provide basic necessities, like food, for themselves and 
their families, driving many to turn to local food banks and 
pantries to get the support they needed in a trying time.

Starting in 2009, the Feds Feed Families campaign has 
encouraged employees from all federal departments and 
agencies to give in-kind contributions like food, services, and 
time to local food banks and pantries.  Now, during COVID-19, 
the need for this support has become more acute.  

For Navy activities on Oahu, collection eff orts were 
coordinated by Chief Religious Program Specialist Gregory 
Bailey, who targeted locations where the largest number of 
donors could conveniently make donations.

“As the point of contact for Commander, Navy Region 
Hawaii (CNRH), I was responsible for placing donation 
boxes in high traffi  c areas such as region headquarters 
that would allow staff  to donate whatever they could,” said 
Bailey.  

“We amassed over 37,000 pounds of non-perishable goods 
that we donated to the Hawaii Food Bank and collected 
$47,144.23 in donations for the campaign,” said Bailey. 
“Sailors from CNRH also volunteered to help distribute food 
to the local community with the Hawaii food bank staff  in 
which we were able to service 500 cars during the event. 
The Hawaii Food Bank has expressed great gratitude for our 
eff orts and donations in order to feed thousands of Hawaii 
families in need.”

Bailey said he would deliver  food items collected on base to 
the Hawaii Food Bank where they would be added to their 
inventory. He would collect a receipt from the food bank and 
report on the donations to Commander, Navy Installations 
Command and ultimately to the Feds Feed Families Database.

WITH ALOHAF The campaign ran from the beginning of June until the end of August. 
During that time, participating agencies and partners tried to encourage 
community members to provide support.

“CNRH did a wonderful job advertising the campaign, in our plan of the 
week, the base marquee, and at the commissary and Navy exchange 
(NEX),” said Bailey. “A large portion of the donations came from both 
the commissary and Navy exchange.  We had collection sites at every 
NEX mini mart and both local commissaries that allowed patrons to 
donate both non-perishable goods and money.” 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the lead agency 
for the campaign, Feds Feed Families has collected more than 99 
million pounds of food for donation since the program was launched in 
2009. In 2020 alone, federal employees donated more than 7 million 
pounds. The 2021 campaign focuses on online donations and virtual 
food drives, while also providing guidance for in-person donations and 
events as appropriate.

Though it is a federal campaign with far reaching eff ects, the local 
impact can be felt by federal employees in the communities where 
they live.

“I feel very grateful for the opportunity to make a diff erence in the 
lives of others,” said Bailey. “I felt very proud and honored to be 
the representative for the campaign and would do it again without 
question.” 

Story and photos by MC2 Greg Hall 
Navy Region Hawaii Public Aff airs

With 12 years of impact, and countless lives touched 
and helped during those years of service, the Feds 
Feed Families campaign will continue to help local 
communities. Events like the COVID-19 pandemic have 
proved how invaluable campaigns like this can be.
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In an eff ort to meet service members and their families 
where they conduct their day-to-day lives, Naval Health 
Clinic Hawaii (NHCH), Tripler Army Medical Center, and the 

American Red Cross joined together to bring the COVID-19 
vaccine to the Pearl Harbor Navy Exchange (NEX). 

The event presented a unique opportunity for military 
medical staff  to step outside their respective service 
affi  liations in the fi ght 
against their common 
enemy: COVID-19.

This particular 
joint-service 
collaboration showed 
the importance 
of breaking down 
service barriers to 
reach all patients.

“It shows the joint 
nature of this fi ght,” 
said Capt. Sean 
Hussey, deputy 
commanding offi  cer 
at Tripler Army 
Medical Center.

The COVID-19 
vaccination event 
took place from July 
to August during military payday weekends. The event was 
open to all TRICARE eligible patients, which included active 

duty service members, retirees, and their families, as well 
as GS and NAF employees. 

The BioNTech Pfi zer COVID-19 vaccine is currently 
available to individuals 12 years and older. For more 
information about the vaccine, visit https://www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/covid-19/index.html.

During the event, medical 
staff  and volunteers 
facilitated the entire 
vaccination process from 
patient check-in to check-
out, providing water 
and snacks, answering 
questions or concerns, 
and kept processes 
fl owing smoothly. 

Following the vaccine, 
patients waited in a 
designated, physically-
distanced area outside 
for a brief observation 
period before checking 
out.

“While the location looks 
diff erent, the process 
remains the same,” said 
Hospital Corpsman 2nd 

Class David Tuil, preventative medicine technician at Navy 
Medicine Readiness and Training Command Pearl Harbor.

The diverse team of military and civilian medical staff  
worked together to document the COVID-19 vaccination in 
patient records, inputted data into Military Health System 
databases, and pulled reports. Between shared resources, 
manpower, and processes, the event from start to fi nish was 
a collaborative eff ort that off ered learning opportunities for 
everyone involved.

“It is always a pleasure working with new people, sharing 
experiences, and learning new ways to improve upon our own 
processes,” said Tuil. “This was my fi rst experience doing a 
vaccination event with the Army, and all the Soldiers I worked 
alongside were knowledgeable, professional, and took the 
time to explain the diff erences in their processes compared 
to our own.”

Extensive planning went into preparing for this joint-service 
event located away from the familiarity of the local healthcare 
facilities.

“We kept in mind that we would be in a remote location away 
from hospital resources therefore we needed backups for the 
backup,” explained Staff  Sgt. Letarsha Massey, behavioral 

health specialist at Tripler. “When we all work together on one 
collective goal, which in this case is to get shots into arms, we 
can accomplish big things,” said Massey.

The fi rst two days of the event ended with a successful 
execution of almost 300 COVID-19 vaccines.

Hawaii military health benefi ciaries can expect to see more 
joint-service initiatives in the future. The Defense Health 
Agency (DHA) established the Hawaii Market on July 13. 
Tripler Army Medical Center, NHCH, Desmond T. Doss 
Health Clinic, and 15th Medical Group now operate as the 
Hawaii Market to service 150,000 benefi ciaries under the 
administration and management of the DHA. The services 
work together to standardize and integrate best practices, 
by sharing resources and manpower to deliver the best 
healthcare to Hawaii benefi ciaries. 

For more information about the Hawaii market please visit  the 
Hawaii Military Health System at https://health.mil/Military-
Health-Topics/Access-Cost-Quality-and-Safety/Access-to-
Healthcare/Multi-Service-Markets/Hawaii-Military-Health-
System.

Story and photos by Macy Hinds
Naval Health Clinic Hawaii Public Aff airs

VACCINATION
STATIONJoint services administer 

COVID-19 vaccine
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Despite the early hour on the morning of Aug. 10 at 
Kīkīaola Small Boat Harbor, a handful of trucks were 
already pulling up to the pier, tugging small fi shing 

boats. It was before sunrise, and the water was dark and 
calm, the waves blocked by the breakwater off  in the distance. 

The trucks quickly began to pull up to the harbor’s ramp to 
unload their vessels into the water, eager to start a productive 
day out on the sea. Dr. Robin Baird, a marine biologist for the 
Cascadia Research Collective, and his team of researchers 
and volunteers were among the eager sea-goers arriving as 
part of their 18th fi eld project off  of the island of Kauai.

The Cascadia 
Research Collective 
began eff orts on 
Kauai in 2003 to 
research species 
and environmental 
areas that require 
conservation eff orts. 

The project has 
been funded by 
Commander, U.S. 
Pacifi c Fleet (CPF) 
through the Marine 
Species Monitoring 
Program for over a 
decade to study the 
eff ects of sonar on 
the movements and 

behavior of odontocetes (also known as toothed whales) by 
attaching depth transmitting satellite tags. These tags monitor 
movement patterns and diving behavior of these species 
which help scientists to better understand what the exposure 
of mid-frequency active sonar (MFAS) has on these animals.

“I’ve been working with marine mammals for 35 years,” said 
Baird. “Since I was a child, I always wanted to work with 
animals, and then in college had the opportunity to start 
volunteering with an organization that focused on marine 
mammal educational activities, and shortly after with a 
researcher studying killer whales.”

The Navy had four high-priority species that were being 
heavily sought after for data; Blainville’s beaked whales, false 
killer whales, short-fi nned pilot whales, and melon-headed 
whales. The collective was able to come in contact with eight 
species of cetaceans (more commonly known as whales and 
dolphins) between Aug. 1 and Aug. 14, deploying 14 satellite 
tags on six diff erent species.

“Our work off  Kauai is part of a long-term eff ort to learn more 
about diff erent dolphin and whale populations off  the island,” 
said Baird. “This was our most successful eff ort we’ve had.” 

This last undertaking was the 18th fi eld project off  of Kauai, 
where Baird and his team’s mission was to head out to sea to 
deploy these tags on cetaceans. Part of this project’s success 
is due to the collaboration of scientists like Baird with Pacifi c 
Missile Range Facility’s (PMRF) hydrophone range. 

The passive acoustic data received using the hydrophones 

is used by researchers (also funded by CPF) from Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center and Naval Information Warfare 
Center to monitor the locations of diff erent cetaceans 
that were detected on the range which assisted Baird 
and his team to fi nd groups to tag. This equipment was 
especially helpful in detecting high-priority groups due to 
the unique acoustics of each species.

One of the volunteers with Baird’s team that day was 
Alyssa Piauwasdy, a fi eld biologist with the Pacifi c 
Cooperative Studies Unit on contract with PMRF to 
support the Natural Resources program.

“The day we had with Cascadia was a productive one 
since we were lucky to track down a group of short-fi nned 
pilot whales,” said Piauwasdy. “I know the crew has had 
days where they’re out on rough, open seas all day only 
to not fi nd a single target species. It can be frustrating, 
but the successful days and drive to discover more about 
these animals makes it all worth it.”

The eff ort to deploy tags was in conjunction with the Navy 
Submarine Command Course. This course uses MFAS 
during its training scenarios so it is an opportune time to 
look into how marine life responds to it. By estimating the 
received levels (RLs) for satellite-tagged odontocetes, 
Navy scientists can learn whether large-scale movement 
of these species occurred as a direct response to 
activities conducted by hull-mounted surface ships with 
MFAS exposure. The movements and behavior of these 
diff erent species is being monitored before, during and 
after this course is conducted. Reports from prior eff orts 
may be found at www.navymarinespeciesmonitoring.us.

“Having a thorough understanding of the life history 
of these cetacean species is important for making 
sound conservation and management decisions,” said 
Piauwasdy.

CONSERVATION RESEARCH:
BIOLOGISTS TEAM UP WITH PMRF
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CONSERVATION RESEARCH:
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In addition to deploying tags, one of the long-term goals of 
this mission is to document the presence of other wildlife, 
like seabirds and endangered species, for historical 
record keeping. Some of the main points of interest are 
population size, whether they’re resident or part of open 
ocean populations, behavioral trends, how they use 
their environment and how they are aff ected by human 
activities.

“I like to study seabirds because their ability to make a living 
out on the open ocean fascinates me,” said Piauwasdy. 
“There is so much unknown about their basic ecology, 
navigation, foraging, and how they will persist in this 
ever-changing environment. It’s fun to imagine the places 
they’ve been and the things they see while endlessly 
traveling across the ocean.”

The importance of photographing these species is important 
for photo-ID catalogs used to estimate the abundance and 

trends of these species. This was the fi rst project that the 
team had been able to document Fraser’s dolphins off  
Kauai island, and they were also able to identify multiple 
seabirds, a whale shark and the endangered Hawaiian 
monk seal.

“This is only the second project we’ve ever tagged 
Blainville’s beaked whales off  Kauai,” said Baird. “Both 
of the tags deployed are working well and providing both 
GPS locations and dive data, so we are learning a lot about 
that species and will learn a lot about how their behavior 
changes in response to sonar exposure.”

As the morning turned into mid-day, the team decided 
to head back to shore to avoid some rough seas that 
were coming in, due to increasing winds. Satisfi ed with a 
productive day on the water, Baird steered the boat back 
towards the harbor, bouncing over waves and drenching 
the team in sea spray. For more information, please call the Natural Resources Hotline at 808-208-4416.

PMRF’s environmental team’s next eff ort is 
the Dark Skies program that limits the light 
pollution on base to prevent fallout for young 
birds that use the moon and stars to guide 
them on their fi rst fl ight to sea. 

Photo by Kimberly A. Wood I NMFS Permit No. 20605

“Our work off  Kauai is part of a long-term eff ort to learn more 
about diff erent dolphin and whale populations off  the island. This 
was our most successful eff ort we’ve had.” - Dr. Robin Baird, marine biologist

10   HO’OKELE • SEPTEMBER 2021



In addition to deploying tags, one of the long-term goals of 
this mission is to document the presence of other wildlife, 
like seabirds and endangered species, for historical 
record keeping. Some of the main points of interest are 
population size, whether they’re resident or part of open 
ocean populations, behavioral trends, how they use 
their environment and how they are aff ected by human 
activities.

“I like to study seabirds because their ability to make a living 
out on the open ocean fascinates me,” said Piauwasdy. 
“There is so much unknown about their basic ecology, 
navigation, foraging, and how they will persist in this 
ever-changing environment. It’s fun to imagine the places 
they’ve been and the things they see while endlessly 
traveling across the ocean.”

The importance of photographing these species is important 
for photo-ID catalogs used to estimate the abundance and 

trends of these species. This was the fi rst project that the 
team had been able to document Fraser’s dolphins off  
Kauai island, and they were also able to identify multiple 
seabirds, a whale shark and the endangered Hawaiian 
monk seal.

“This is only the second project we’ve ever tagged 
Blainville’s beaked whales off  Kauai,” said Baird. “Both 
of the tags deployed are working well and providing both 
GPS locations and dive data, so we are learning a lot about 
that species and will learn a lot about how their behavior 
changes in response to sonar exposure.”

As the morning turned into mid-day, the team decided 
to head back to shore to avoid some rough seas that 
were coming in, due to increasing winds. Satisfi ed with a 
productive day on the water, Baird steered the boat back 
towards the harbor, bouncing over waves and drenching 
the team in sea spray. For more information, please call the Natural Resources Hotline at 808-208-4416.

PMRF’s environmental team’s next eff ort is 
the Dark Skies program that limits the light 
pollution on base to prevent fallout for young 
birds that use the moon and stars to guide 
them on their fi rst fl ight to sea. 

Photo by Kimberly A. Wood I NMFS Permit No. 20605

“Our work off  Kauai is part of a long-term eff ort to learn more 
about diff erent dolphin and whale populations off  the island. This 
was our most successful eff ort we’ve had.” - Dr. Robin Baird, marine biologist

SEPTEMBER 2021 • HO’OKELE    11



12   HO’OKELE • SEPTEMBER 2021

“
persons on the airfield. They have the authority 
to expel anyone, even security forces if they 
were not cleared to be on the airfield. Their sole 
responsibility is to mitigate all the dangers that  
pose a threat to an aircrew’s ability to take off 
and land aircraft. This includes preventing threats 
from the aircrew themselves, to include visiting 
participants of this year’s iteration of exercise 
Sentry Aloha.

“For Sentry Aloha, from start to finish, even 
before they come, we’re setting up and providing 
their airfield driving training,” said Senior Airman 
Veronica Mendoza, an airfield manager with the 
154th Operations Support Squadron. “Everything 
they need for this base, from maps to where 
everything is located and who they need to contact 
for any of their needs. If they need maintenance 
support, security, file plans, base operations, you 
name it. They can get that information from us.”

Exercises, such as the HIANG’s Sentry Aloha, 
include visiting units from other airfields with 
different operating procedures. It is the responsibility 
of the AMS to provide aircrews with pre-flight 
briefings that educate them about the protocols  
and procedures specific to Hickam Airfield and 
the Daniel K. Inouye International Airport.

In the event of in-flight or ground emergencies, 
airfield managers respond immediately to ensure 
emergency protocols are properly executed.  
They effectively communicate across multiple 
agencies to ensure a successful response to  
the emergent event.

“We are the first eyes on the ground to identify 
any kind of safety concern on the airfield,” said 
Mendoza. “We have to maintain communications 
with all agencies such as [civil engineering], wildlife, 
safety, maintenance crews, the tower and ground 
control. We have a hand in everything. We are the 
airfield managers and it is important for us to

communicate everything that happens on the 
airfield to the appropriate agencies.”

Professionals such as Mendoza have developed 
a keen eye to detect safety hazards affecting the 
airfield. They perform daily inspections of the 
runways, taxiways, parking aprons and lighting 
equipment. It is due to their efforts behind the 
scenes that the HIANG mission is executed safely, 
efficiently and effectively in the airfield environment.

“I love working in airfield management,” said 
Senior Airman Moana Melendez, an airfield 
manager. “There is something new every day. 
We get to interact with other agencies. We get to 
interact with different units from all over the world. 
Our shop is wonderful and our supervisor is more of 
a mentor. He likes to say ‘it’s our airfield, our 
domain.’ We take the airfield, our job is to make 
sure the airfield is safe for everybody. We make 
sure that everyone on the airfield is supposed to 
be there and that they know what’s going on in the 
airfield. There is nothing going on in the airfield 
that we don’t know about.”

Who do the pilots of the Hawaii Air National Guard 
(HIANG) depend on for mission success? Operating 
behind the scenes are the 154th Operations Support 
squadron’s airfield management specialists (AMS). 
This small group of mission-critical service members 
helps to ensure the safety and success of HIANG 
flights operating out of Hickam Airfield and Daniel K. 
Inouye International Airport. 

But who the FOD [Foreign Object Debris] cares? 
Airfield management specialists care. They clear the 
runway and taxiway of foreign object debris which 
include everything that could pose a danger to an 
aircraft.This includes rocks and pebbles, aircraft 
parts, lost objects and the occasional dead animal. 
When the going gets tough, AMS personnel drop 
the shovels and utilize a tarmac sweeper or a tool 
they call the ‘FOD BOSS’ to quickly remove debris 
and get the job done.

The FOD BOSS isn’t the only boss on the airfield. 
AMS personnel are responsible for tracking all 

We are the first eyes on the ground 
to identify any kind of safety 
concern on the airfield. We have to 
maintain communications with all 
agencies such as [civil engineering], 
wildlife, safety, maintenance crews, 
the tower and ground control. We 
have a hand in everything. We are  
the airfield managers and it is 
important for us to communicate 
everything that happens on the 
airfield to the appropriate agencies.

         — Senior Airman Veronica MendozaStory by Senior Airman Robert Cabuco
154th Wing Public Affairs 
Photos by Staff Sgt. John Linzmeier

BEHIND THE SCENES
OF SENTRY ALOHA:

AIRFIELD MANAGEMENT



SEPTEMBER 2021 • HO’OKELE    13

“
persons on the airfield. They have the authority 
to expel anyone, even security forces if they 
were not cleared to be on the airfield. Their sole 
responsibility is to mitigate all the dangers that  
pose a threat to an aircrew’s ability to take off 
and land aircraft. This includes preventing threats 
from the aircrew themselves, to include visiting 
participants of this year’s iteration of exercise 
Sentry Aloha.

“For Sentry Aloha, from start to finish, even 
before they come, we’re setting up and providing 
their airfield driving training,” said Senior Airman 
Veronica Mendoza, an airfield manager with the 
154th Operations Support Squadron. “Everything 
they need for this base, from maps to where 
everything is located and who they need to contact 
for any of their needs. If they need maintenance 
support, security, file plans, base operations, you 
name it. They can get that information from us.”

Exercises, such as the HIANG’s Sentry Aloha, 
include visiting units from other airfields with 
different operating procedures. It is the responsibility 
of the AMS to provide aircrews with pre-flight 
briefings that educate them about the protocols  
and procedures specific to Hickam Airfield and 
the Daniel K. Inouye International Airport.

In the event of in-flight or ground emergencies, 
airfield managers respond immediately to ensure 
emergency protocols are properly executed.  
They effectively communicate across multiple 
agencies to ensure a successful response to  
the emergent event.

“We are the first eyes on the ground to identify 
any kind of safety concern on the airfield,” said 
Mendoza. “We have to maintain communications 
with all agencies such as [civil engineering], wildlife, 
safety, maintenance crews, the tower and ground 
control. We have a hand in everything. We are the 
airfield managers and it is important for us to

communicate everything that happens on the 
airfield to the appropriate agencies.”

Professionals such as Mendoza have developed 
a keen eye to detect safety hazards affecting the 
airfield. They perform daily inspections of the 
runways, taxiways, parking aprons and lighting 
equipment. It is due to their efforts behind the 
scenes that the HIANG mission is executed safely, 
efficiently and effectively in the airfield environment.

“I love working in airfield management,” said 
Senior Airman Moana Melendez, an airfield 
manager. “There is something new every day. 
We get to interact with other agencies. We get to 
interact with different units from all over the world. 
Our shop is wonderful and our supervisor is more of 
a mentor. He likes to say ‘it’s our airfield, our 
domain.’ We take the airfield, our job is to make 
sure the airfield is safe for everybody. We make 
sure that everyone on the airfield is supposed to 
be there and that they know what’s going on in the 
airfield. There is nothing going on in the airfield 
that we don’t know about.”

Who do the pilots of the Hawaii Air National Guard 
(HIANG) depend on for mission success? Operating 
behind the scenes are the 154th Operations Support 
squadron’s airfield management specialists (AMS). 
This small group of mission-critical service members 
helps to ensure the safety and success of HIANG 
flights operating out of Hickam Airfield and Daniel K. 
Inouye International Airport. 

But who the FOD [Foreign Object Debris] cares? 
Airfield management specialists care. They clear the 
runway and taxiway of foreign object debris which 
include everything that could pose a danger to an 
aircraft.This includes rocks and pebbles, aircraft 
parts, lost objects and the occasional dead animal. 
When the going gets tough, AMS personnel drop 
the shovels and utilize a tarmac sweeper or a tool 
they call the ‘FOD BOSS’ to quickly remove debris 
and get the job done.

The FOD BOSS isn’t the only boss on the airfield. 
AMS personnel are responsible for tracking all 

We are the first eyes on the ground 
to identify any kind of safety 
concern on the airfield. We have to 
maintain communications with all 
agencies such as [civil engineering], 
wildlife, safety, maintenance crews, 
the tower and ground control. We 
have a hand in everything. We are  
the airfield managers and it is 
important for us to communicate 
everything that happens on the 
airfield to the appropriate agencies.

         — Senior Airman Veronica MendozaStory by Senior Airman Robert Cabuco
154th Wing Public Affairs 
Photos by Staff Sgt. John Linzmeier

BEHIND THE SCENES
OF SENTRY ALOHA:

AIRFIELD MANAGEMENT



On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, 19 terrorists from the 
Islamist extreme group al Qaeda hijacked four commercial 
aircraft and crashed two of them into the North and South 

Towers of the World Trade Center complex in New York City. 

A third plane crashed into the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. After 
learning about the other attacks, passengers on the fourth hijacked 
plane, Flight 93, fought back, and the plane was crashed into an 
empty fi eld in western Pennsylvania about 20 minutes by air from 
Washington, D.C. 

The Twin Towers ultimately collapsed, due to the damage from the 
impacts and subsequent fi res. Nearly 3,000 people were killed from 
93 diff erent countries. Most of the fatalities were from the attacks on 
the World Trade Center. The Pentagon lost 184 civilians and service 
members and 40 people were killed on Flight 93. It was the worst 
attack on American soil since the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 
1941.

After the Taliban refused to turn over the mastermind of the attacks, 
Osama Bin Laden, Operation Enduring Freedom offi  cially began Oct. 
7, 2001 with American and British bombing strikes against al Qaeda 
and Taliban forces in Afghanistan. Initially, the Taliban was removed 
from power and al Qaeda was seriously crippled, but allied forces 
continually dealt with a stubborn Taliban insurgency, infrastructure 
rebuilding, and corruption among the Afghan National Army, Afghan 
National Police, and Afghan Border Police. Bin Laden would go into 
hiding for nearly 10 years.

On May 2, 2011, U.S. Navy SEALs launched a nighttime raid on Bin 
Laden’s compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, killing the al Qaeda 
leader. Operation Enduring Freedom offi  cially ended Dec. 28, 
2014, although coalition forces remained on the ground to assist 
with training Afghan security forces. American troops departed 
Afghanistan in August 2021.

Naval History and Heritage Command

Photo by Lisa Ferdinando

REMEMBERING 9/11 
20 YEARS LATER

Editor’s note: On Aug. 26, 13 service members were killed outside 
Kabul airport in Afghanistan. Marine Corps Base Hawaii paid tribute to 
the fallen service members, and held a memorial prayer service and 
candlelight vigil Aug. 29.
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Ideation

Substance Abuse

Trapped

Hopelessness

Purposelessness

Anxiety

Recklessness

Mood Change

Withdrawal

Anger

Thoughts of suicide
(expressed, threatened, written). 

Increased or excessive
alcohol or drug use. 

Seeing no reason for living, having no 
sense of meaning or purpose in life.

Anxiousness, agitation, nightmares,
inability to sleep or excessive sleeping.

Feeling as though there is
no way out of current circumstances.

Feeling hopeless about oneself,
others or the future. 

Isolating from friends, family,
usual activities, society.

Feelings of rage or uncontrollable anger,
seeking revenge for perceived wrongs.

Acting without regard for consequences,
excessively risky behavior.

Dramatic changes in mood,
unstable mood.

What to do:
Ask your shipmate questions that will 
help you get help: “Are you thinking 
about killing yourself? Do you have a 
plan to kill yourself?”

ASK

Tell your shipmate that you are 
concerned about him or her. Without 
judgment, express why you’re 
concerned. They may not show it, but 
they likely appreciate that someone 
cared enough to say something.

CARE

Take your shipmate to get help 
immediately by seeking a Navy chaplain, 
medical professional or trusted leader. 
Call 911 if danger is imminent.

TREAT

Know the
WARNING SIGNS!WARNING SIGNS!

Are you or someone you know on a path to suicide?

Help is always available through the Military Crisis Line. 
Call 1-800-273-TALK (press 1), text 838255 or visit 
www.militarycrisisline.net

You don’t have to see every sign to ACT. 1Small
ACT

#BeThere for Every Sailor, Every Day.

Follow Navy Operational Stress Control online navstress.
wordpress.com

twitter.com/
navstress

flickr.com/photos/
navstress/

facebook.com/
navstress
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
OCEAN TRASH ART: “SAVE THE 
TURTLES” @ KONA WINDS
Meet @ 1700

2
CLIMB CLUB @ ALPINE TOWER
$10/MONTH
1630-2000
Express 1500 
Kona Winds 1545
Makai 1600

3
FREE FOOD FRIDAY: CHILI W/RICE 
@ KONA WINDS
FREE
1100-1300

UP FOR DEBATE WITH LIBERTY
@ KONA WINDS
FREE
1800

4
KUALOA RANCH
ELECTRIC MOUNTAIN BIKE TOUR
$86
Express 0945 
Kona Winds 1030
Makai 1045

5
CHIEFS LUAU
PARADISE PACKAGE
$106
Kona Winds 1515
Makai 1530
Express 1615

6
HOLIDAY: LABOR DAY

HIKE DIAMOND HEAD [BEG]
$5
Express 0830
Kona Winds 0915
Makai 0930

7
PAU HANA SURF SESSION 
@ WHITE PLAINS BEACH
$5
Kona Winds 1400
Makai 1415
Express 1500

8
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
OCEAN TRASH ART: “SAVE THE 
TURTLES” @ KONA WINDS
Meet @ 1700

9
LEARN TO COOK WITH LIBERTY
(BANANA BREAD)
@ MATHIES HALL
FREE
Meet @ 1800

10
FREE FOOD FRIDAY: MEATBALL 
SUBS @ KONA WINDS
FREE
1100-1300 

BOWLING @PIER SIDE  
BOWLING CENTER
FREE
Meet @ 1900

11
HIKE WAIMANO FALLS [INT]
$5
Kona Winds 0830
Makai 0845
Express 0930

12
BISHOP MUSEUM
$13
Express 0830
Kona Winds 0915
Makai 0930

13
GAME NIGHT: UNO
@KONA WINDS
WIN PRIZES!!!
FREE
Meet @ 1800

14
STAFF MEMBER CHALLENGE 
@ KONA WINDS
WIN PRIZES!!!
FREE
ALL DAY

15
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
OCEAN TRASH ART: “SAVE THE 
TURTLES” @ KONA WINDS
Meet @ 1700

16
CLIMB CLUB @ ALPINE TOWER
$10/MONTH
1630-2000
Express 1500 
Kona Winds 1545
Makai 1600

17
FREE FOOD FRIDAY: SPAM 
MUSUBI @ KONA WINDS
FREE
1100-1300 

NORTH SHORE
STARGAZE AND S’MORES
$5
Kona Winds 1800 
Makai 1815
Express 1900

18
HIKE AIEA LOOP TRAIL [INT]
$5
Express 0830
Kona Winds 0915
Makai 0930

19
GERMAINE’S LUAU
$58
Kona Winds 1530
Makai 1545
Express 1630

20
MAKAPU’U FULL MOON
NIGHT HIKE [BEG]
$5
Express 1700 
Kona Winds 1745
Makai 1800

21
PAU HANA SURF SESSION 
@ WHITE PLAINS BEACH
$5
Kona Winds 1400
Makai 1415
Express 1500

22
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
OCEAN TRASH ART: “SAVE THE 
TURTLES” @ KONA WINDS
Meet @ 1700

23
JAMES BOND MOVIE MARATHON
@ KONA WINDS
FREE
ALL DAY

24
FREE FOOD FRIDAY: CURRY 
@ KONA WINDS
FREE
1100-1300 

PAINT & SIP @ KONA WINDS
$10
Meet @ 1800

25
NIGHT FISH @ HICKAM PIER
$5
Express 1745 
Kona Winds 1830
Makai 1845

26
HIKE EHUKAI PILLBOX [BEG]
$5
Kona Winds 0800
Makai 0815
Express 0900

27
GAME NIGHT MARIO KART
@ KONA WINDS
Meet @ 1800
FREE

28
DRIVING RANGE
@ NAVY-MARINE GOLF COURSE
FREE
Express 1430 
Kona Winds 1530
Makai 1545

29
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
OCEAN TRASH ART: “SAVE THE 
TURTLES” @ KONA WINDS
Meet @ 1700

30
CLIMB CLUB @ ALPINE TOWER
$10/MONTH
1630-2000
Express 1500 
Kona Winds 1545
Makai 1600

Liberty programs are for single, active-duty Military E1-E6 only. Payment, if needed, is due at the time of registering online.  
Cancellations must be done Monday-Friday with 48 hours’ notice by calling Liberty @ Kona Winds in order to receive a refund.

Liberty 
Calendar

SEPT 2021

Free & low-cost activities for single active-duty military E1-E6
Register online at jbphh.greatlifehawaii.com. Go to Liberty, then Online Registration Calendar. For a mobile friendly site please visit  

www.facebook.com/LibertyHawaii and click on the top, pinned post. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING LIBERTY CENTERS:

PLEASE MEET US AT THE DESIGNATED LOCATION AT THE TIME SHOWN.

Makai Liberty  
(Hickam)  
448-0418

Liberty @ Kona Winds 
(Pearl Harbor)  

422-7169

Liberty Express 
(Wahiawa Annex)   

653-0220

DESIGNATION FOR HIKES:
BEG = Beginner | INT = Intermediate 

| ADV = Advanced

Virtual events posted @
MWRLibertyHawaii on Facebook
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SUN WEDMON THUTUE FR I SATSUN WEDMON THUTUE FR I

disaster preparedness month

SAT

SEPTEMBER  2 0 2 1

2 31 4
Follow JBPHH & 

MFSC social 

media

Pack extra masks, 

sanitizer & wipes 

during a pandemic

Register for

emergency alerts

Create emergency

contact card

6 9

7

1 08 1 1

5
Buy a paper map

and study local

area

Save emergency

radio stations in car 

radio and/or post

on fridge

Build an emergency

kit

Pack extra chargers

for mobile devices

Determine a

meet-up location

Update NFASS

(Navy) or AFPAAS

(Air Force)

Learn TCCOR 

conditions

1 3

1 6

1 4 1 7

1 5

1 81 2
Look for CPR/Basic

First Aid Classes

Save/print

important

documents

Learn how & 

when to shut

down utilities

Check emergency

kit for good 

batteries

Check lighting

supply (battery,

solar, candles)

Download

emergency apps

Take stock of

medications

2 0

2 32 1

2 42 2 2 51 9
Gather fillable

water containers

Learn how an

EFAC can help in

an emergency

Take pics and 

video of property

Sign up for MFSC 

"A Hui Hou" 

 @ 1000

Gather pet supplies

Back up your 

computer

Rehearse plan 

with kids

2 7 3 02 8 2 92 6
Browse and save

links for disaster

prep

Start growing a

food garden

Find emergency 

meal recipes and

ingredients

Ensure wills are up

to date

Join us for the

MFSC Disaster

Prep Workshop 

@1700

MFSCHawaii@navy.mil

808-474-1999

4827 Bouganville Dr
Honolulu, HI 96818
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solar, candles)

Download

emergency apps

Take stock of

medications

2 0

2 32 1

2 42 2 2 51 9
Gather fillable

water containers

Learn how an

EFAC can help in

an emergency

Take pics and 

video of property

Sign up for MFSC 

"A Hui Hou" 

 @ 1000

Gather pet supplies

Back up your 

computer

Rehearse plan 

with kids

2 7 3 02 8 2 92 6
Browse and save

links for disaster

prep

Start growing a

food garden

Find emergency 

meal recipes and

ingredients

Ensure wills are up

to date

Join us for the

MFSC Disaster

Prep Workshop 

@1700

MFSCHawaii@navy.mil

808-474-1999

4827 Bouganville Dr
Honolulu, HI 96818
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Congressman Kaiali’i Kahele, representative 
of Hawaii’s 2nd congressional district, visits 
with Airmen from the 15th Wing at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam Aug. 12. Kahele spoke 
with leaders, servicemembers, and civilians 
regarding COVID-19 protocols, readiness, and 
maximization of resources. (Photo by A1C 
Makensie Cooper)

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall, left, has
a discussion with U.S. Air Force Gen. Ken 
Wilsbach, Pacifi c Air Forces commander, and Col. 
Daniel Dobbels, 15th Wing commander, during 
his visit to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Aug. 
17. Kendall met with Airmen and discussed key 
defense priorities such as ensuring accountable 
leadership, building resilience and readiness, 
modernizing the force through innovation, and 
success through teamwork alongside allies and 
partners, all of which contribute to a free and 
open Indo-Pacifi c. (Photo by Senior Airman Alan 
Ricker)

A U.S. Air Force Boeing C-17 Globemaster III 
assigned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
carrying U.S. Army Paratroopers assigned to the 
82nd Airborne Division takes off from Andersen 
Air Force Base, Guam, to conduct a joint forcible 
entry operation at the Baturaja Training Area, 
Indonesia, during Exercise Garuda Shield 21 Aug. 
4. Garuda Shield 21 is a two-week joint-exercise 
between the United States Army and Tentara 
Nasional Indonesia (Photo by Amn Breanna Gossett)

A plume of water reaches 40 feet into the air at 
Kaneohe Bay following a controlled detonation 
that destroyed an unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
Aug. 26. The UXO was detonated by Sailors 
assigned to Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit ONE 
Detachment Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group 
(MDSU-1 DET EOD). EOD later removed another 
UXO EOD deemed safe to move and returned 
it to shore for further disposal. Both UXO were 
estimated to be approximately 50 years old.  
(Photo by MC2 Greg Hall)

A Navy Marine Expeditionary Ship Interdiction 
System launcher, a command and control vehicle 
and a joint light tactical vehicle are transported 
by a U.S. Navy Landing Craft Air Cushion from 
Pacific Missile Range Facility Barking Sands, 
Kauai, to the amphibious transport dock ship 
USS San Diego (LPD 22) Aug. 16. U.S. Navy and 
Marine Corps units came together from across 
17 time zones as they participated in Large 
Scale Exercise 2021. (Photo by Cpl. Luke Cohen)

Sailors assigned to the Virginia-class fast-attack 
submarine USS Missouri (SSN 780) salute the 
24-star American Flag aboard the submarine July 
30. Missouri became the 24th state of the union 
on August 10, 1821. The 24-star fl ag is being 
fl own in celebration of the state’s bicentennial. 
(Photo by MC1 Michael B. Zingaro)

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS
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Congressman Kaiali’i Kahele, representative 
of Hawaii’s 2nd congressional district, visits 
with Airmen from the 15th Wing at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam Aug. 12. Kahele spoke 
with leaders, servicemembers, and civilians 
regarding COVID-19 protocols, readiness, and 
maximization of resources. (Photo by A1C 
Makensie Cooper)

Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall, left, has
a discussion with U.S. Air Force Gen. Ken 
Wilsbach, Pacifi c Air Forces commander, and Col. 
Daniel Dobbels, 15th Wing commander, during 
his visit to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Aug. 
17. Kendall met with Airmen and discussed key 
defense priorities such as ensuring accountable 
leadership, building resilience and readiness, 
modernizing the force through innovation, and 
success through teamwork alongside allies and 
partners, all of which contribute to a free and 
open Indo-Pacifi c. (Photo by Senior Airman Alan 
Ricker)

A U.S. Air Force Boeing C-17 Globemaster III 
assigned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
carrying U.S. Army Paratroopers assigned to the 
82nd Airborne Division takes off from Andersen 
Air Force Base, Guam, to conduct a joint forcible 
entry operation at the Baturaja Training Area, 
Indonesia, during Exercise Garuda Shield 21 Aug. 
4. Garuda Shield 21 is a two-week joint-exercise 
between the United States Army and Tentara 
Nasional Indonesia (Photo by Amn Breanna Gossett)

A plume of water reaches 40 feet into the air at 
Kaneohe Bay following a controlled detonation 
that destroyed an unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
Aug. 26. The UXO was detonated by Sailors 
assigned to Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit ONE 
Detachment Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group 
(MDSU-1 DET EOD). EOD later removed another 
UXO EOD deemed safe to move and returned 
it to shore for further disposal. Both UXO were 
estimated to be approximately 50 years old.  
(Photo by MC2 Greg Hall)

A Navy Marine Expeditionary Ship Interdiction 
System launcher, a command and control vehicle 
and a joint light tactical vehicle are transported 
by a U.S. Navy Landing Craft Air Cushion from 
Pacific Missile Range Facility Barking Sands, 
Kauai, to the amphibious transport dock ship 
USS San Diego (LPD 22) Aug. 16. U.S. Navy and 
Marine Corps units came together from across 
17 time zones as they participated in Large 
Scale Exercise 2021. (Photo by Cpl. Luke Cohen)

Sailors assigned to the Virginia-class fast-attack 
submarine USS Missouri (SSN 780) salute the 
24-star American Flag aboard the submarine July 
30. Missouri became the 24th state of the union 
on August 10, 1821. The 24-star fl ag is being 
fl own in celebration of the state’s bicentennial. 
(Photo by MC1 Michael B. Zingaro)

PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Illustration by Elaine Phillips



AUGUST 2021 • HO’OKELE    21


